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UM FORESTRY COLLEGE RANKS THIRD IN NEW ASSESSMENT 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s College of Forestry and Conservation was ranked third 
among graduate forestry programs, according to a new ranking system that measures faculty 
productivity.
The Faculty Scholarly Productivity Index, an objective assessment backed by the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook and produced by Academic Analytics, measured 
productivity based on publications, citations and grants on a per-capita basis.
Perry Brown, dean of the UM College of Forestry and Conservation, said the ranking 
was confirmation of hiring decisions and the direction the school has taken in recent years.
“It’s confirmation that the stature of various schools in the country is changing, and 
that we have hired well and provided an environment that nurtures our faculty to be on the 
leading edge.”
The forestry college placed behind only Yale University, the country’s oldest forestry 
program, and the University of Washington. Brown said both of those schools are much larger 
and much wealthier than UM.
Brown said he puts the ranking right on the shoulders of faculty.
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“Over the last dozen years we’ve really hired a world-class faculty that’s nationally and 
internationally competitive,” he said. “We’ve been able to attract some really excellent faculty 
and grad students because of the huge natural resource lab that is Montana.”
The assessment results were released in the Jan. 12 issue of The Chronicle of Higher 
Education.
“We can use this in future hiring because it clearly says to young, well-prepared 
Ph.D.’s that this is a place to come and develop a career,” Brown said. “Growing the graduate 
program and research have been decade-long goals and this is an indication we’re achieving 
that goal.”
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